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W Le’u"s Lift The Cloqk M—\‘

Ln Sen. Eugene J. McCar thy,

- D-Minn., has come forth with an--

other proposal {0 lift the cloak a bit,

_on the United States’ famed and de- .

" famed cloak-and-dagger organiza-
,tlon, the Ce;{tral - Intelligence
. Agency, k'nown throughout the
i Wo 1d as CIA.

THE SENATOR has announced
:-that he will.ask the next session of .
' ‘Congress to approve a. thorough in-
1 :vestigation' of the CIA by a select.
[ ~ committee of the Senate.

i The idea of a joint watchdog
{ . committee has been pushed since
71953 by Majority Leader Mike
Mansileld It has not been Brought
to a vote since 1956, when it lost by *
.8 2-to-1 margin in'the Senate. Iron-’
*jcally, the proposal was favored by
i Sen. John F. Kennedy, who later -
; bore the brunt of the CIA’s biggest -
: mistake at the Bay of Pigs. Con-
! ceivably, some kind of joint con-
gressional supervnslon could result
from the 1nqu1ry McCarthy now
.*proposes )

’on]y reasonable, but — in a democ-.,
i yacy = essential and long overdue
As McCarthy pointed out, eve ‘

‘ences the nation’s ioreignl policy. +

a2
So 40/

“other agency of the government is
: subjected, to the ' most intensive{

scrutiny of = congressional com- !
mittees before its “appropriation re- !

- quests are acted on. Certainly the s

- Congress has the responsxbihty to%.

" inquire into the ways CIA is spend- !

ing its muiti-million-dollar annual *
" appropriations. And surely thel
‘i Senate has the duty to study the |

.manner in which the CIA influ-y
A

WE WOULD HOPE that a com-;
n‘luttee, such as the senator propos-
- .es, would find it feasible to release ;
to the public some of its general

“findings. Within reasonable limits, |

“such disclosures would not only be ;

"in the public interest, but could
,possxbly brighten the queshonable‘

. reputation the CIA has earned both | ¥
“at home and abroad, For under the
" absolute secrecy the CIA has al-t

- ways insisted upon, only its blun-

‘ders come to light, It might be a,

;; healthy, thing all around, if we
. "could learn something of its con-

_SEN, McCARTHY’S iden 1s not . Structive efforts, i ¢ ?. -

‘And surely the' ‘cloak could be

+/lifted Just a little wlthout bluntlng

the dagger.
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